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6 Why Women are accepting Islam 

most of his life in the field of Learning and knowledge. He has 
dedicated his life to impart knowledge, specially of Islam to a 
wide range of people. I was introduced to him in 1993 and was 
greatly impressed with his virtues and qualities. 

Darussalam is publishing this compilation with the hope that it 
will provide to the seekers of Truth, the impressions of those 
women who have find out the Truth in the form of Islam, and 
are enjoying its blessings. 

Abdul-Malik Mujahid 

General Manager 
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O MUSLIM WOMEN 1 * 111 


"O Muslim Women! 

Out of the evening create a dazzling morn 
to the true lovers of God. 

Recite the Holy Qur'an 

And enthusiastically translate its spirit into action. 
Don t you know that the pathos of your recitation 
Changed altogether Umar’s fate." 121 


All 


ama 


Iqbal 



1 1 Armughan-e-Hijaz, by Allama Dr. Muhammad Iqbal (Persian) page 94. 

Reference is made to Umar bin Al-Khatab’s conversion to Islam in 

Dhul-Hijjah, the Sixth Year of Prophethood. For details see Ar-Raheeq 

Al-Makh turn (The Sealed Nectar) by Safi-ur-Rahman Al-Mubarakpuri, 
pages, 109-114. 


Why Islam is my only Choice 
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Why Islam is my only Choice 

The following is the 'Journey to Islam’ story of sister Aisha 
Cassana Maddox Nablisi of U.S.A. It so happened that sister 
Aisha wrote a letter to S. Arif Mahmood Bokhari regarding an 
inquiry of the Global Arabic Encyclopaedia. After doing the 
needful, brother Bokhari handed over the letter of sister Aisha 
to me with the idea that I may contact her as she had embraced 
Islam. So, I did not miss the opportunity and wrote a letter to 
sister Aisha on 8th February, 1999. I also sent her a 
questionnaire. I am really grateful to sister Aisha who not 
only answered all the questions but also supplied me the 
address of sister, Ms. Khadijah Odet, another young former 
American Christian who came to Islam. She has recently taken 
her Master’s Degree and has spent some time in Amman, 
Jordan where sister Aisha used to visit her frequently. 

Sister Aisha is fortunate that she came to the kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in 1977 and attended Shariah College. She also studied 
Arabic earlier, stopping in Jeddah, where she was hosted by Dr. 
Fatma Nassief, the sister of Dr. Abdullah Umar Nassief who 
was the Vice-Chancellor of king Abdul Aziz University, Jeddah, 
She also visited the family of Muhammad Khalil Enani, His 
daughter and sister Aisha were exchange students; sister Aisha 
from the United States to Saudi Arabia and she (daughter of 
Mr. Enani) to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

After a year in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, sister Aisha was 
fortunate to have had the privilege of performing the Hajj. 
Then she returned to her family and entered Teachers College, 

Columbia University. 

Sister Aisha is overwhelmed by the beauty and charm of the 
Arabic language, particularly the language of the Holy Qur’an, 
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the Word of Allah. So much so she purchased the Global Arabic 
Encyclopaedia so that she may clear her total Arabic lessons 
and review her knowledge of reading the Arabic language, she 
endeavored to formerly study at University in the United States 
and at the Shariah College in Makkah Al-Mukarramah. 

She calls Arabic language as the 'language of faith’. She was able 
to do after having studied Arabic earlier in the U.S.A. 7 years at 
University, with privately engaged tutors, enhanced by 
electronic tapes. 

She had previously studied Italian, French and was studying 
Russian during the early 1970s, when she suddenly had a 
profound thought. "If you truly believe in the 'Divine Faith’, 
which is Islam. Why are you studying Russian when you 
should be studying Arabic". She immediately went up to the 
good Russian teacher and told her, I must withdraw from the 
class and transfer my required study of a ’foreign language to 
the Arabic Language.’ 

Later on she found Mrs. Attyat El Saudi teaching Arabic at a 
newly founded college, Essex County College, in New York, 
New Jersey which has since become a University. For the sake 
of learning Arabic, sister Aisha had to travel 3 times a week, 
before reporting to a television station where she was 
simultaneously employed during those years. 

Now I feel much pleasure in presenting sister Aisha’s thought- 
provoking and heart-rending ’conversion story’ to you, my 
esteemed readers! 

My Dear sibling in Islam 

Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatu. 

Thank you for your kind invitation to include me in your 
research on Why Islam is Our Only Choice ?. 

Please be well advised that I am heartfelt that Muslims there in 
the holy land are reaching out to communicate with us, the 
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diaspora in Islam. 

Frankly speaking, I am amazed at some of your questions of 
inquiry, i.e. no man in the western world, would dare ask a 
western woman of her date of birth!! 

On that issue, I double dare any of my 2, ex-husbands to ask 
that question. It will have to suffice to say, I am over 40. 

My formal education, goes slightly beyond the norm, in the 
normal sense, I earned after high school a bachelor's degree in 
International Studies with 2 of the 7 years I studied Arabic, as 
my required foreign language course. I also studied Arabic with 
privately paid tutors, courses at the Sussex County College in 
NewYork, New Jersey while I was a resident of New York where 
I was born, reared and educated. I have been in the past 
however, also a member of the United States Navy and availed 
myself of the opportunity of studying Arabic: Saudi Language 
Dialect, from the electronic study material available from them, 
which I own and yet periodically use, in order to maintain 
some facility with the language. I am a graduate of naval 
schools, as well as a civilian. I was and remain grateful to the 
kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who permitted me to come to the 
Kingdom and attend Sharia College in 1977, where I also 
studied Arabic earlier stopping in Jeddah, where I was hosted 
by Doctor Fatma Nassief, the sister of the much revered 
Abdullh Nassief who was at the time head of King Abdul Alziz 
University, Jeddah as well as the family of the Rabitat of 
Jeddah; Mohammad Kahlil Enani, His daughter and I were 
exchange students; me from the United States to Saudi Arabia, 
she, to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. After a year in 
the kingdom, after I was so fortunate as to have had the 
privilege of performing the Hajj, I returned home, to my family 
and entered Teachers College, Columbia University, New York 
where I earned a Master’s degree in International Education 
Development with a minor in the Teaching of English, as a 
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From edge of despair to glory in Islam 

We feel pleasure in presenting a heart-rending and soul 
provoking conversion to Islam story of Sister Aesha 
Lorenz Al-Saeed with the hope that 'Seeker of Truth’ may 
benefit from it and adopt the 'Right Path'. In Sha Allah ! 

During her study in an Episcopal private school, she 
studied world religions. 'Trinity' was a point of 
contention for her like many others, because it was not 
logical and did not appeal to reason. She met some 
Muslim from Middle East in her High School days. 
Someone suggested her to read about Islam. Her 
grandfather too encouraged her by saying that Islam 
contained a 'good moral code of living.' 

"The more she read, the more she found answers to all 
her questions, with the result her discoveries 
enlightened her. We are quite sure that Allah guided 
her to the 'Right Path' and she was enlightened by the 
Truth of Islamic teachings by her study and without any 
compulsion. In the Holy Qur’an Allah declares: 

’There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right 
Path’ has become distinct from the wrong path. Whoever 
disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never 
break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All knower:’ 

Allah is the Wall (Protector or Guardian) of those who 
believe. He brings them out from darkness into light. But 
as for those who disbelieve, their 'Auliya (supporters and 
helpers) are Taghut (false deities and false leaders,) they 
bring them out from light into darkness. Those are the 
dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein 



forever." 



Islam was clear, logical with explanation and guidance for 
every aspect of worship and human relations. It is to be 
noted that at the age of 17, she began to pray regularly 
and fast. She was indeed a Muslim by heart and through 
study, she believed in Allah works on His own timetable 
and everything has a plan if it is good for us. She 
declared Shahadah. Later on she married a Saudi 
Gentleman. She is content and satisfied and greatly 
thankful to Allah because all her wishes have been 
fulfilled — Editor/ 21 


One day when I was six years old, my parents gave me a shiny 
quarter, as they did every Sunday morning and told me to put 
it in the collection plate for church "to give it to Jesus for his 
work. 


When I returned, however, the quarter was still in my purse. I 
was frank in explaining that I hadn't given my money for Jesus 
because he was absent. 


My parents were more amused than concerned, probably 
thinking that my genes would prevail, having descended from 
a family with three Christian ministers as my grandparents. 

I attended an Episcopal Private School where we studied world 
religions during my last year of elementary school. I was 
intrigued with my father’s Swedenborgian faith for a time, as it 
injected an element of mysticism into his essays on faith, 
however, the trinity was a point of contention for me as I felt it 
wasn’t logical. How could one father (The Great Spirit), plus 


Interpretation of the Meanings of 'The Noble Qur’an by Dr. 

Muhammad Taqi Uddin Al-Hilali and Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan. 

Riyadh, Maktaba Darussalam, 1993- (Surat al-Baqarah, 2:256-257, pages 
66-67) 

Saudi Gazette, Friday, 13th April, 2001, page 9- 


